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TOWN

OFFICERS.
LBeoes-4.

Town

CLerK—John

Town

TREASURER—William G. Livingston.

SELECTMEN—Timothy

H. Steele.
N. Hunt, Ezra M. Smith,

Winslow S.

Kyes.

OVERSEER OF THE Poor—-Augustus Fuller.
Aupirors—Riley
-Noone.

B.

SupPEgvisors—Riley
Tucker.

Hatch,

John

Q. Adams,

Joseph

F.

B. Hatch, John R. Miller,

Thomas

B.

ScoooL, Commitree—William
Charles Wilder.

H. Walbridge, Edward Green,

Lisrary CommitrEe—John H. Cutler, Riley B. Hatch, William H. Walbridge.
FirE Warps—Chief,

George

W.

Farrar; Aids, John

Steele, Wilbur E. Davis, Thomas Haskell,
Charles N. Patterson, William F. Barrett.

H.

Charles

Wilder,

E. Ray, C. Edwin

Jaquith,

CoLLector or Taxrs—Riley B. Hatch.
Winslow S. Kyes.
SEXTON
ConsTABLE—Ebenezer W. McIntosh.

Surveyors or LumMper—James
Albert Frost, George H. Russell.
CorpERs

oF Woop—James

E. Ray, William F. Barrett, Al-

bert S. Clark, Asa Davis, Alvin Townsend,

Charles N. Patterson, Albert G. Shedd.

C. Edwin Jaquith,
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Portce—Charles Scott, George B. Priest, Elijah A. Robbins,
Amos A. Sawyer, James E. Saunders.
Cemetery

Commirree—Andrew

A. Farnsworth,

John Scott,

John Wilder.

Higuway

SuURVEYORS—

Dist. ~l. John H. Vose,
8,
John O,; Nay.

Dist. 1. George W. Ames,
‘+
2, William Moore,

‘+

3. Joel T. Brackett,

‘¢

‘¢
‘+

4, Stephen D. Robbe,
5, Charles H. Varnum,

‘> 10. Wm. H. S. Ventres,
‘6 11. Edwin L. Twitchell.

‘¢

66. John E. May,

SEALER

Fence

OF WEIGHTS AND

Virwrers—None

Fish AND

Game

69. Patrick McLaughlin,

Mrasures—John G. Leonard.

qualified.

Warprns—Charles

Scott, Albert

S. Clark,

James E. Saunders, Jones N. Dodge, Hiram W. Todd.
Agent

or Town

Ciock—Alfred

F. Grimes.

Park Commirree—Geo. W.
Purnam
Smith, Ervin H. Smith.
Liquor AGENT - Samuel W. Nichols.

Farrar,

Albert

M.

REPORT

OF

THE

SCHOOL

To

THE

INHABITANTS

OF

THE

SUPERINTENDING
COMMITTEE.

TOWN

OF

PETERBOROUGH:

In compliance with the law the following report of the Public
Schools, for the year ending March Ist, 1884, is respectfully
submitted :
Whole amount of money raised and appropriated by the town
for school purposes, $2,912.00; apportioned to the several districts on the basis adopted by vote of the town at its annual
meeting in March, 1879.
Number of children between the ages of 5 and 15, as reported by the Selectmen April 30, 1883: Boys, 113; girls,

121.

Total, 234.

Whole number of children between the ages of 5 and 15 who
have not attended school during the year, 23.

LIST

OF TEACHERS.
__—.

Dist. No. 1. Grammar, for the year, Isabella S. Lawrence.
Intermediate, for the year, Mary F. Knowlton.
Primary, for
the year, Emma R. Smith.
|}
Distr. No.2.
Firstand Second Terms, Mary E. Buckminster ;
|Third Term, Genta M. Hadley.
Dist. No. 3. First Term, Mattie
Third Terms, Hattie A. French.

J. Hamilton;

Second and

6
Dist.

No. 4.

First Term, Marion H. Robbe;

Second Term,

Elva M. Chapman.
Dist. No. 5. For the year, Martha R. Wilder.
Dist. No. 6. First Term, Emma N. Smiley; Second Term,
Alvin L. Stearns.
Dist. No. 7. For the year, Alice A. Gould.
Dist. No. 8. For the year, Mary E. Ventres.
Dist. No. 9. For the year, Jennie E. Hadley.
(Only one term of school.)
Dist. No. 10... Mary E. Ventres.
Hadley.
Dist. No. 11. Genta M.

LIST

OF TEXT BOOKS.

Aritumetics—White’s Complete and Intermediate;
leaf’s Primary, and Colburn’s Meatal.
ALGEBRA—Bradbuty’s.
Astronomy—Lockver’s.
Borany—Gray’s.

Green-

Boox-Krerrnc—Mayhew's.
Cuemistry—Eliot

and Storer’s.

Cory- Booxs—Dantonian.
Dicrionary— Webster's.
GEOoLOGY—Dana’s.
Grocrapures—Warren’s Brief Course ; Cornell’s Primary and
Cornell's Physical.
GroMETRY—Bradbury’s.
Grammars—Reed and Kellogg's.
History—United States, Barnes’;

English, Thalheimer's.

LANGUAGE AND Composition—Whitney
tary Lessons in English.
Latrn—Harkness’

NaruraL

and Knox’s Elemen-

Grammar and Readers.

History—Tenney’s.

NaturaL Puttosopuy—Rolfe
PuysroLocy —Hutchinson’s.

and Gillett’s.

Rrapers—Franklin and Lippincott’s.
Rueroric—Hart’s.
SPELLERS—W ORCESTER’S.

7
ROLL

OF

HIGHEST

HONOR.

ns

Names of pupils not absent or tardy during the year :
Dist.

No. 1.

Intermediate.
Bessie F. Townsend,

George L. Davis,
Charlie F. Walbridge.

Primary.
G. Mabel Hadley,

Alice Livingston.
Dist.

No::2:

Everett L. Cram,

Arthur
Drsty

H. Cram.

No.5.

Sarah Alexander.

Dist.

Eleanor Eastman,

No. 6.

Annie M. Kinney,
Dist.

No.

7.

Frank A. Tarbell,

John M. Wilder.
Dist.

No. 8.

Mabel I. Barber,

Henry W. Ventres.
Dist.

Grace B. Hardy,

Frank A. Seaver.

No. 9.

Susie G. Robbins,

Dist. No. 11.

Perley C. McLaughlin.

Blanche I. Sweatt.
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The accompanying statistical report, showing the number of
weeks the public schools have been kept in each district, the
whole

number

of scholars that have attended

each school, and

such other information as the Superintending School Committee
is required to furnish annually to the town, is not correct in
every particular.
The Committee must, of necessity, depend upon the School
Registers to furnish the items upon which their report is based.
Aside from their own personal knowledge of the general condition
of the schools—which is not supposed to include all the facts
which it is necessary for them to know in order to make such a
report as is required by law—their only reliance is upon the
records of the several schools, which the teachers are required
to furnish through the School Register.
If the information thus furnished is meager, imperfect, or otherwise incomplete, it follows, as a matter of course, that the report
of the Committee cannot be as full or as reliable as it should be.
Without wishing to charge any one with a lack of fidelity, or
wilful neglect in the matter, we are compelled tu say that a
School Register properly filled out, and returned in accordance
with the law, is a rare and exceptional thing in the experience
of your Committee.
In most cases it is believed that the teachers do as well as they know.
Ia others it would seem as though
the numerous errors which occur are due to carelessness or negligence.
To many, and especially young teachers, the Register is a puzzle, and they do not know how to solve it. Let all such submit the case to the Superintending Committee, who will be willing to help them, and we would suggest, also, that in the future,
Prudential Committees comply with the statute law, which requires teachers to present a certificate from the Superintending
School Committee, stating that the record of the term has been

)correctly made and duly returned, before receiving payment for
their services.
Complete, and, so far as we are able to judge,
correct returns, were made by the teachers in Districts Nos. 9
and 7.
)}
The Superintending School Committee is required to make an
annual report to the town of ‘‘the number of children of each sex
between five and fifteen years of age reported by the Selectmen.”
) We have made such a report, knowing, however, that it is not
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correct.
Special attention is called to the manner in which the
enumeration is now made, viz., that of depending upon the returns made upon the inventory blanks, which are not sworn to,
or verified in any way.
Such returns are not trustworthy, and
cannot be relied upon to furnish the data for a correct report to
either the state or the town.
Twenty-three children between the ages of five and fifteen are
reported as not attending school during the year.
In our opinion the number is somewhat larger.
Of those who have been
enrolled as pupils, and attended school two weeks or more, &
considerable number have not complied with the law afiecting
children between the ayes of five and fifteen, and five and twelve.
In District No. 9 forty-five are reported as not attending school
for the length of time required by law, of children of school age.
Non—A TrENDANCE.

A glance at the records is sufficient to show that of those who

enter the schools at the beginning of the term, and are reckoned
as pupils to the end thereof, some can hardly be classed as
pupils in the true sense of the word, as their attendance is very

irregular.
The non-attendance in half days is something to be
greatly Jamented and heartily ashamed of.
The enormous loss
to the pupils occasioned thereby cannot be estimated, but it will
most surely make itself felt later in life.
The existence of this
fact does not seem to be recognized by parents and guardians as
it should be.
If every mark in the School Register indicating
that a pupil was absent from his seat at school during school
hours represents a corresponding vacuum in his mind, the emptiness of some minds, if it could be seen, would be a pitiful thing
to behold.
If a school is what it ought to be, no pupil can be
absent from a single class recitation without suffering a serious
loss. Parents frequently find fault with a teacher because their
children do not ‘‘get along well’ in their studies.
The fault is
not with the teacher, but with the parents who allow their children
to absent themselves from school on the slightest pretext ; to at-

tend parties, balls and other places of amusement, which deprives
them of a proper amount of sleep, diverts their minds from their
studies, and unfits them for the duties of the school room.

The

remedy for non-attendance is to be found at the very point where
it originates—in the home.
Let parents feel that it is a matter

1

,

of importance that the child be in in his seat at the opening of
the daily session of the school, and see that only sickness, or
some other reasonable excuse keeps him from school during a
single day of the term.
In the school, as everywhere else, regularity, industry, perseverance, fidelity in all things, great and
small, wins the prize.
It is the opinion of your Committee that the general condition
of the schools of the past year has been better than that of the
previous year.
As usual, the schools have been of varying degrees of excellence.
While there is yet much room for improvement, much to be desired in the way of greater efficiency
on the part of teachers, we are glad to be able to report that no
teacher bas proved himself or herself wholly incompetent in the
discipline, instruction and

management of a school.

The work,

on the whole has been fairly well done, considering the fact that
many of the schools are small, and the salaries of the teachers
correspondingly low.
In most of the districts of this town the
small appropriation for school purposes is not large enough to
secure the services of a trained and competent teacher for a single
term of twelve weeks.
Consequently the teacher that is willing
to give the longest amount of time for a small amount of money,
is the one to be hired, as a general thing, without special reference
to his or her fitness for the position.

| We think, however, that

the smaller districts have been fortunate in securing the services
of as good a class of teachers as have been in charge of the
schools during the year.
In nearly one half of the schools, only
one teacher has been employed for the year.
A special statute enacted by the last Legislature enjoins the
teaching of temperance in connection with physiology and
hygiene in all the public schools of the state.

It becomes neces-

sary, therefore, to make some provision for carrying out this
act. A text book which shall be an elementary treatise on
‘‘Physiology, Hygiene, and the effects of stimulants and narcotics on the human system,”” embodying correct principles of instruction on the subject, as required to be taught by law, is
needed.
Hereafter teachers will be examined on this subject
before receiving a certificate.
We recommend that all who expect to teach in this town the coming year devote some time to
the study of the subject of Physiology and Hygiene, with special
reference to the effects of stimulants and narcotics.
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We believe that the usefulness of our schools would be greatly
advanced if more attention were to be given to some branches
which are now sadly neglected.
Among these we mention
drawing, which, at the present time is not taught in more than
one or two of our schools.
The delineation of objects, by the
artof design is so important that it should not be neglected in
our common school course of study.
Not only does its practice
tend to cultivate habits of close observation, and the exercise of

judgment, but the blending of art with industry in our time
makes it almost a necessity for all classes and grades of society.
There is hardly any branch of industry in which drawing is not
required.
Written exercises in spelling should, in a great measure, supersede the present oral method, as soon as the child is far enough
advanced to write or print the words of the lesson upon the
blackboard or slate.

Natural

methods of education, which de-

velop and strengthen the mental faculties of the child, teaching
him to think for himself, should take the place of the mechanical habit of learning the contents of text books by rote,
and cramming the mind with a mass of indigestible facts.
But the advance that is most needed is the waking up of both
teachers and pupils to the fact that if there is one thing more
than any other that our common schools should aim to do, it is
to teach the child to speak and write the English language ‘‘with
ease, precision, conciseness, and as much elegance as may be.”
And no child should be sent forth from our public schools at
twelve years of age without being able to speak and write his

native tongue with a fair degree of ability. More attention should
be given to this subject in our common schools.
More time
should be devoted to the ‘‘art of expression,” and to written exercises in composition.
Every lesson in the school room affords an opportunity for the teacher to cultivate in her pupils the
habit of expressing their thoughts with ease and propriety.
Many of the school buildings are wholly unfit for the uses to
which they are now put.
It is a duty that we owe to the rising
generation to provide for the purposes of education, pleasant,
well ventilated, comfortable school houses, and all needed apparatus for use in the school room.
It is a law of Nature tbat
whatever produces disagreeable sensations or impressions is ever
afterward associated in our thoughts and feelings with what we

13

were doing at the time we received them.
Hence the importance
of making the associations of school life as pleasurable as may
be.
We offer a few suggestions,in regard to the means whereby
the public schools of this town may be greatly improved, and
their influence increased.
In the first place we believe that the
town system has

many

and great advantages over the

present

district system.
It is established by the experience of those
towns in which it has been in operation for a term of years that
the town sygtem furnishes more and better schools than does the
district system, and at a cost less in proportion to the quality of
the school, and, sometimes, less in the money paid out.
The
town system also equalizes the burden of supporting schools, and
tends to equalize the school advantages, furnishing to the more
favored parts of the town as good schools as does the district
system, and better schools to the less favored parts of the town
than they have with the district system.
It permits, but does
not require a less number of schools than are maintained under the
present system.
It affords a more uniform system of instruction;

secures better teachers,

and

is calculated

standard and efficiency of all the schools,
those in the ‘‘back districts.”

but

to raise

more

the

especially

We need a class of teachers thoroughly familiar with the best
methods of instruction; who know a great deal more than they
are required to teach; men and women possessing a wide range
of knowledge, with
the use of the same.

varied resources and methods, and skill in
‘he standard, both of qualification and

service, should be higher than itis.
The interests of common
school education demand the best efforts of gifted and cultivated
intellects.
Education has its distinct object, viz., the training
and development of all the faculties of the child’s nature, intellectual, moral and spiritual. It should have also its distinct art
—the art of teaching.
It is contrary to any principle of common sense, or human experience, that a person should understand this science, any more than that of astronomy or chemistry,
without having studied it. ‘The attempt to exercise the functions
and perform the duties of any other profession whatever, without
previous preparation for it, would expose one to ridicule, and
justly so.
The business of the teacher is not merely to hear a
scholar say a lesson, but to educate him; to develop his intel-
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lectual faculties.
Too many of the teachers employed in our
public schools have no love for their work ; they have no thought
of adopting teaching as a profession ; they are school keepers, not
school teachers.
The business of education is a responsible one.
The office of the teacher is a sacred office.
We need for this
work and calling ‘ta workman who needeth not to be ashamed.”
The center of all interest for every citizen of this town is the
best common school for the use of this community during the
next fifteen years.
Those who have children of school age cannot afford to wait half a score of years for improvements which

ought to be begun now; and those who have no children to be
educated may well stop to consider if they can afford to allow
the schools to be run on the ‘‘narrow gauge” plan for lack of
proper support, and indifference to the best methods of instruction. The best schools in any community will inevitabiy attract
the best, the most substantial people.
On the other hand, if
there is anything that will drive a township down into permanent
obscurity, making it a place to be hated by aspiring youth, and
shunned by all intelligent and enterprising people, it is the
‘‘screw of economy” turned upon the appropriation for school
purposes.
Declining prosperity, social and intellectual deadness
is the inevitable outcome of indifference to the interests of education—that realm of life where all classes have a common interest.
‘*The people’s common school is the people’s university of American citizenship.”
Hence it should be the aim and object of
every American community to make the common school the best
thing possible.
And whatever methods of instruction, whatever
training, whatever taxation is necessary to secure this end, is
demanded, and should be sustained by the majority.
And the
best policy for a town is the policy that looks to this result, viz.,
the best public schools that can be maintained.
W. H. WALBRIDGE,
EDWARD GREEN,
CHARLES WILDER,

.
School Committee.

|
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HIGH

SGHO@E

The success and efficiency of a high school depend largely
upon the public sentiment in regard to it.
It is just here that
Peterboro’ seems to be deficient.

So far as it goes,

our

high

school is excellent.
It is probably better equipped for its work
than any school of its grade in any town of the size of Peterboro’
in this state.
That so many of our boys and girls should deprive themselves of its advantages is a burning shame to the
town.
Rindge, with less than half our population, enrolled forty
in its high school last year.
Again, we need a different standard from the present one, by
which to gauge our teachers.
<A tendency is abroad in the town
to judge a teacher by his ability in other departments of life than
that of teaching—business, social or religious. If he is a genuine
man, and possesses these other qualities, his power for good in
the school room is so much increased.
But these of themselves
will not make him an efficient teacher.
Given, a man of good
moral character, three tests only should be applied to him: 1st,
his knowledge of the principles of education; 2d, his methods
of instruction; 3d, his government of the school. A teacher who
can stand these three tests will carry into his work, knowledge,
training, vigor, enthusiasm, practical qualities. With these preliminary remarks, the following more definite report is submitted.
Spring term. Teacher, C. L. Rich. The qualities that made
the two preceding terms of Mr. Rich’s service so successful were
even more prominent this term. The enthusiasm of the scholars
lost none of its vitality. The term closed under favoring circumstances.

.

Fall term.
Charles N. Bently, teacher.
During the summer
Mr. Rich tendered his resignation in order to accept a position
in the bank at East Jaffrey.
The apprehension. felt by those
most interested in the prosperity of the school was dispelled by
Mr. Bently’s first appearance in the school room.
During the
previous year the sciences had received the most prominence;
but Mr. Bently’s forte was the languages and Arithmetic.
The
interest of the school was well sustained.
Winter term.
Albert D. Smith, teacher.
While the school
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was taking its Thanksgiving recess, Mr. Bently ‘‘folded his tent
like the Arabs, and as silently stoleaway.”
Great expectations
for the winter term had been entertained by the scholars, and
the term opened with a school nearly twice as large as that of
the preceding term.
This increase was due, Ist, to the advancement of a class from the Grammar School, to relieve its
overburdened teacher; 2d, to the attendance of several who
wished to take an elective course in the school.
Without any
justifiable excuse, thirteen of those enrolled at the beginning of
the term did not retain their connection to its close.
Those who

remained were for the most part diligent, and on examination
day acquitted themselves very much as one might have expected
from their regular or irregular attendance, as revealed by the
register.
The task to which Mr. Smith was called was rendered peculiarly difficult, partly because the school was disappointed at being obliged to again change its teacher, and partly because the
teacher himself came immediately from an exhausting terin’s
work.
It seems more than probable that Mr. Smith has not
passed for what he is really worth.
On the whole, the promise
for the next term is encouraging.
Statistical returns for the winter term only are available:
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The attention of future high school committees is called to
the importance of having a complete register kept in the high
as in other schools.
W. H. WALBRIDGE,
EDWARD GREEN,
CHARLES WILDER,

High School Committee.
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LIBRARY

FINANCIAL

RRO.

REPORT.

‘Dr.

Balance from last year,
W. H. Walbridge, for book,
Librarian, for fines,
Weston Fund, income,

$49 17

Cr.

By paid for books,
Freight bills,
A. Fuller, bill of last year
Henry M. Nay, for wood,
Mrs. Davis, cleaning room,
Sawing and putting in wood,
Library Bureau, supplies,
Walbridge & Taylor, bill,
Farnum & Scott, printing,
G. W. Farrar, repairing steps,
Express,
Postage,
Balance on hand,
$49 17

JOHN H. CUTLER,
Ra Ge iAeOHe
W. H. WALBRIDGE,

Library Committee.
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BOOKS

ADDED
By

SINCE

LAST

REPORT.

DONATION.

By Hon. J. F. Briggs:
Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1881—82
Reports of Postmaster General, 1881—1883
Commerce and Navigation of the U. 8., 1880—81,
Messages and Documents, 1881—82,
Foreign Commerce and Navigation,
Commercial Relations, 1880—81,
Report of the Secretary of the Interior, 1881—82,
Report of the Secretary of the Navy, 1882,
Annual Report of Commissioner of Patents, 1878—1882

United States:
Memorial Addresses on the Life and
Hartridge

Labors

of Julian

Memorial Addresses on the Life and Labors of Evarts W.
arr,
War of the Rebellion Records, Vols. 7-10
Report of the Chief Signal Officer, 1881,
Tenth Census,
Report of the Commissioner of Education, 1881,
Report of the Board of Regents, Smithsonian Institute,
1881,
.
Report of Commissioner of Agriculture on Forestry, 1882,
Tenth Census, Vol. 2, Manufactures,
New Hampshire:
Documents Relating to Towns, Vol. 12,
Second Annual Report of State Board of Health,
Tenth and Eleventh Annual Reports of the Board of Agriculture,

International Tract and Missionary Society:
Thoughts on the Book of Revelation—Smith,
Thoughts on the Book of Daniel—Smith,
Life and Labors of William Miller— White,
Life of Elder Joseph Bates— White,
The Constitutional Amendment—Littlejohn,
History of the Sabbath—Andrews,
The Great Controversy— White, Ellen.
Peter Cooper:
Ideas for a Science of
Frank W. Hackett:
Memoir of Wm.
I. H. Porter:

Good Government,

H. G. Hackett:

Tattered Tom,

I
2
2
1
1
1
i
2
4

I
1
4
I
1
1

1
1
I
2
2
2

1
1
1
1
1
i
1
1
1

1

Total,

43
By

PURCHASE.

Phyllis Brown—Shaw, Flora L.,
Her Crime—Austen, J. G.,
Little Sister—Austen, J. G.,
Barrington’s Fate—Austen, J. G.,
Proverb Stories—Alcott, L. M.,

eee
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My Household of Pets—Gautier,

Short Studies on Great Subjects—Froude,
Life and Education of Laura Bridgman—Swift,

Ceesar—Froude,

Life of John C. Calhoun—Holst, Dr. H. von
Round Robin Series:
Rachel’s Share of the Road,
Doctor Ben,
Leone,
Fanchette,
Madame Lucas,
A Tallahassee Girl,
The Dessmond Hundred,

eae
ee

Bric a Brac Series, edited by R. H. Stoddard,
Christian History in its T
i
Emily Bronte—Robinson, Mary F.,
Doctor Jay—Phelps, E. S.,
My Wife and I—Stowe, H. B.,
Story of Liber ty—Coffin, C. C.,
‘offin, C. C.,
Old Tames in the Colonies—Coffin, Oe 3el
Building the Nation—Coffin,

C. C.,

Works of E. P. Roe,
Bluffton—Savage,

M. J.,

Tom Brown’s School Day s—Hughes, T.,
Giant Raft, Verne, J.,
Modern Instance—Howells, Wie Ds,
House of a Merchant Pr ince—Bishop, AY al bap
An Honorable Surrender—Adams, M.,
Virginia Comedians—Cooke, J. E.,
Boy Travellers in the Far East—Knox, A
bath
ge
Family Flight over Egypt and Syria—Hale, E. E.and Miss Susan,
Tom Sawyer—Clemens, 8. L.,
Tramp Abroad—Clemens, 8. L.,
Prince and Pauper—Clemens, 8. L.,

Gilded Age—Clemens and Warner,
Knockabout Club Alongshore—Stephens,
Studies of Paris—De Amicis, E.,
Military Life in Italy—De Amicis, dey
Constantinople—De Amicis, E.,
Holland and its People—De Amicis, E.,
Morocco—De Amicis, E.,
On the Desert—Field, H. M.,

C. A.,

English Governess at Siamese Court—Leonowens,
Every-day English— White, R. W.,
Three Scouts—Trowbridge, R. T.,
Granite Monthly, Vol. 6,
George Eliot—Blind,
Man’s Origin and Destiny—Lesley,
Poetical Works of Pope,
Christus—Longfellow,
Duties of Woman—Cobbe, F. P.,
Familiar Allusions— Wheeler,
Milton’s Poetical Works,
Chats about Books—Hazaltine,

cee
ee
ee
cel
el
ce
ee
ce
Od
erent
ll
le
ep
oO
ee
ee
a
er
ee
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Garfield’s Words,
Griffith Gaunt—Reade,

Alexander Hamilton—Lodge,
Andrew Jackson—Sumner,
James Monroe—Gilman,
John Randolph—Adams,

Life, Letters and Posthumous Works of Frederika Bremer,
American Men of Letters Series:
Noah Webster—Scudder,
Washington Irving— Warner,
Henry Thoreau—Sanborn,
George Ripley—Frothingham,

fed
ped
fh
fk
peek
pre

puede

James I’. Cooper—Lounsbury,
Short History of the English Colonies in America—Lodge,
Green’s History of the English People, Vols. 3 and 4,
History of the Formation of the Constitution of the U. S.—Bancroft,

History of the People of the U. 8., Vol. 1—McMaster, ~
Campaigns of the Civil War:
_
Chancellorsville and Gettysburg—Doubleday,
Shenandoah Valley in 1864—Pond,
The Mississippi—Greene,
Army of the Cumberland—Cist,
The March to the Sea—Cox,
Navy in the Civil War:
The Blockade and the Cruisers—Soley,
Zigzag Journeys in the Occident—Butterworth,
History of Sanbornton, N. H.—Runnels,
Classification and Subject Index—Dewey,
Harper’s Monthly Magazine,
Eight Hundred Leagues on the Amazon—Verne,
Rose in Bloom—Alecott,

Worcester’s Swedenborg,

CO
ee
Ola
ee
on

et
a

ES
|

Total,

= ~]_

Whole number of books belonging to the library,

4

The work which has been done by the Library Committee
during the past year, involving some slight, though important
changes in the care and management of the Library, calls for a
more extended report than has usually been made.
THE

CATALOGUE.

The work of cataloguing the books was begun in March, 1883,
and the catalogues were ready for distribution in January, 1884.
One thousand copies were printed—forty copies bound in cloth
and the remainder in stiff paper—at an expense of about $425,
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including cost of printing,

clerical

work,.

and

cards

for

cat-

aloguing.
By printing a larger number of copies than was at
first proposed by the committee when an appropriation was asked
for that purpose, and the additional cost of binding in lined, instead of plain paper covers, the total expense was increased by
about $100, but in the judgment of a majority of your committee, it was considered best to incur the extra expense.
After a
thorough and painstaking investigation of the subject of ‘+catalogues and cataloguing,” embracing the reports of librarians and
trustees of more than one hundred public libraries, and having
consulted personally or by letter several others whose experience
and knowledge of library work qualifies them to give helpful, practical suggestions on the subject, we came to the conclusion that
the system adopted, viz., that of an author and title list, alphabetically arranged is best adapted to meet the wants of the largest class of readers.
Mr. F. B. Perkins of the Boston Public

Library says: ‘‘It is indispensab/e, practically, that the alphabetical method of cataloguing, and not the classification method should
be followed, for the plain reason that the English alphabet is a
key whose use is familiar to a great many more people than
the use of any classification by subjects.”
He says also that it is
desirable that books should appear three times—under the author’s name, the title of the book, and the subject;
‘‘but,” he
adds, ‘‘if one of the three must be omitted it should be the

third, that is, the subject.”
This we felt that we were compelled to do, as the expense of publishing an author, title and
subject catalogue would have been considerably in excess of the
appropriation.
The new catalogue, then, undertakes to answer
three questions, viz.: ist, ‘‘Has the library such a book by a

certain author?”
(‘‘Have you ‘‘Heredity,’ by Ribot?”’) ; 2d,
‘“*What books have you by a certain author?”
(‘*What books
have you by J. G. Holland?’) ; 3d, ‘‘Is there a book in the
Library with a given title?”
(‘‘Have you Elsie Vennor?”’) To
these three questions, which every catalogue should be able to
answer quickly, the new catalogue gives ready and reliable answers.
In addition to this, a complete subject index of all the
books in the library has been prepared, classified according to
subjects and forms of literature, arranged for convenient and
ready reference,

and

bound

in ‘‘Common

Sense

Binders,” so

that the librarian is prepared to answer all inquiries relating to
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books on any subject. For instance, if you want to know what
books the library has on bee-keeping, or volcanoes, or philosophy, or education, the librarian can show you at once the entire
list of books on these, or any other subjects. In the department
of History, which includes geography, description, travels and
biography, a full and systematically arranged subject index is
printed.
This covers those subjects upon which a majority of
readers are most likely to consult a classified catalogue.
We
are confident that greater familiarity with the arrangement of
the catalogue, and a frequent use of it for the purpose of finding a book quickly when the author’s name, or the title is known
(a thing which the classified catalogue does not enable one to do
readily) will justify the claims made for it by your committee,
viz., that for most practical purposes it is the best catalogue
that could be made for the money.
At all events, as a simple
act of justice, it is due to those who have carefully considered
the whole subject, and iabored faithfully and conscientiously to
give the public the best thing that could be provided with the
means at their disposal, that captious criticism and querrulous
fault-finding be suspended until a thorough and impartial examination shall have established its merits or shown that it posseses none.
We are well aware that the easy use of a catalogue is
very much a matter of habit, and that it requires some study to
become well acquainted with any arrangement of books that can
be made.
Great care was taken in the correction of the proof
sheets to verify the call numbers by comparing those given in
the catalogue with the books on the shelves.
CLASSIFICATION

AND

CarRD

CATALOGUE.

The plan of classification and cataloguing which has been
adopted is what is known as the ‘*‘Dewey System,” first put in
actual use in the Amherst College Library about ten years ago,
and since adopted by a large number of libraries, both in this
country and Europe.
We desire to call attention to some of the
practical advantages of this system, and the benefits to be derived from its use in our own library.
A complete manuscript
card catalogue of all the books of the library up to any date
is constantly on hand.
When a new book is received it is immediately entered in the card catalogue in its proper alphabetical
place in the list.
If at the expiration of aterm of years, it
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should be found desirable to reprint the catalogue, the copy for
the new catalogue will be all made up and ready for the printer,
thus saving the expense of revising and re-writing the entire list
of books.
In this system the catalogue and book numbers remain unchanged through all changes of shelving, but/dings, or arrangement.
A book once numbered is numbered once for all.
The great advantage of this will be readily seen when it is known
that if we were compelled to remove our entire library from its
present quarters on account of the destruction of the building by
fire, or if the present mechanical arrangement of the room was
to be changed by the addition of more shelving room (which will
be necessary very soon for the proper accommodation of the
library), no change would be necessary in the numbering of the
books to meet these or any other emergencies which can possibly
arise, and the present catalogue would be as true an index to
the books on the shelves in any other place as it now is.
By
the use of this system books are more readily found than by the
old method of numbering by alcoves, sections and shelves.
It
is an intellectual, instead of a mechanical arrangement, and it
allows all books belonging to one class or treating of one subject
to be placed together, without producing any derangement in
the numbers.
MetTuHop

or

DELIVERING

BOoOKs.

In a town library supported by taxation, justice demands that
every resident should have an equal opportunity to use the
books, subject to such regulatious and by-laws as it is found expedient to adopt for the proper management and preservation of
the library. There must be some security or guarantee that the
books will be properly treated and promptly returned.
If books
were to be given out without some such regulations there would
soon be no library to be cared for.
Some method must be prescribed by which the public may have access to the books, defining the conditions on which books may be taken from the library,
otherwise confusion, disorder

and loss will be the result.

The

fact is that there are some people in every community who will
not do from a sense of duty and self respect what they will do
under compulsion.
It is enough to say on this point that the
method adopted by your committee—which is simple, and not
unjust or burdensome to any one—is that which universal expe-
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rience has proved to be the best. It is the one that is in use in
nearly every public library in the land.
In the highest interests
of the reading public, as well as for the permanent security and
safety of the library, we beg leave to ask that all who draw
books will cheerfully comply with the rules and regulations which
have been adopted by the library committee and confirmed by
a majority vote of the town.
The public has duties in dealing
with the library as well as the librarian and library committee.
The one fault which the patrons of the library have most need
to guard against in the use of it is unreasonableness.
It is unreasonable to demur on being asked to draw a book in the regular way.
It is unreasonable to complain at being confined to
just such privileges as everybody else enjoys.
It is unreasonable to grumble about paying a fine for keeping a book beyond
the specified time.
It is unreasonable to find fault with the catalogue because it does not tell you what book you want if you do
not know yourself.
It is unreasonable to abuse the librarian
because she insists upon your drawing books in the manner prescribed by the library committee, and plainly printed on the
library card. If all would observe the ‘‘plain rule of considerate
courtesy” in dealing with the library, it would prevent injustice
and undeserved annoyance, and at the same time permit that
free criticism and suggestion which it is the privilege of every
one to practice.
System

or CuHarcine

Books.

~

Brief mention ought to be made here of the new system of »
charging books, and some of the practical benefits which the
reading public will derive from its use.
It enables the librarian
to perform the duties of that office more quickly, and with less
liability to mistakes.
The library card being stamped with the
date on which the book was drawn, shows the holder when it is
due at the library, and corresponding as it must to the date on

the charging slip which the librarian keeps, it does away with
the possibility of misunderstandings between the librarian and
the holder of books as to the date on which the book was drawn.
It also does away with the necessity, which has heretofore existed, of calling in the books once a year for the annual examination of the library. Every book belonging to the library can be
accounted for on any day of the year, while in circulation as
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well as when on the shelves.
It is possible for the librarian to
tell immediately whether any book belonging to the library is on
the shelves or not, and if not, where it is and when it is due

at

the library, and that without leaving her place at the counter.
The great advantage of this to the readers will be readily seen.
Formerly the people have been deprived of the use of the library for several weeks at a season, when many have more leisure
for reading than at any other time during the whole year. With
the check box now inuse, correct reports can easily be made of
the monthly, and annual circulation of the library, and the number of volumes taken out belonging to each class of literature.
We have mentioned only a few of the many advantages of the
present system of cataloguing, delivering, and charging of books.
We feel sure that the methods adopted will commend themselves
to the judgment of every intelligent citizen who uses the library,
and when recognized will be courteously acknowledged.
ACCESSIONS

CATALOGUE.

In addition to the labor of preparing and issuing the printed
catalogue, an accessions catalogue has been made, which gives
—in a book prepared expressly for that purpose—for each volume belonging to the library: date of reception (when known),
accessions number, class, book. and volume number, short title,

place and date of publication, size, binding, cost, fund, or, if
presented, the donor.
This catalogue contains facts not elsewhere recorded, and is indispensable to the librarian and library
committee in identifying books, and in keeping a correct record
of all books, and of the transactions of the library.
ADDITIONS

TO THE

LIBRARY.

The accompanying list of books, purchased and donated since
the last report, shows that a larger number of books has been added to the library during the past year than in most preceding
years.
It was found desirable to supply some deficiencies in sets
of works, and to complete the list of works by some authors, that
they might appear in the new catalogue.
arly in the year it
was found that the catalogue would not be published until near
the close of the year.
Accordingly, more books were purchased than the appropriation of 1883 provided for, not
only that they might be entered in the new catalogue—thus
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saving the expense and inconvenience of issuing a bulletin, or
supplement so soon after the publication of the catalogue—but
that a considerable number of new and desirable books might be
put into the hands of the readers at once.
Among. the latter is
a complete set of the bound volumes of ‘‘Harper’s Monthly Magazine,” in perfect condition, bought for less than the cost of
binding. |We considered it best to make these purchases this
year for the reasons given above.
CoNCLUDING

REMARKS.

The Peterborough Public Library is an institution of which
every citizen in the town may justly be proud.
It has an old
and honorable record.
It is the oldest Free Public Library in
the world, supported by taxation.
It is worthy of and entitled
to the generous support of the town.
It is a source of delight
and profit to young and old, and we know whereof we affirm
when we say that never since the date of the organization has it
been on so good a footing as it is today. Every dollar that has
been spent by your committee during the past year for the better
equipment and furnishing of it, has been wisely and judiciously
expended.
The work that has been done is permanent; it w
not have to be done over again.
If the cost of doing this work
and of providing the means for more efficient library work has
exceeded the amount which was asked for by the committee, and
generously and cheerfully provided by the town, it is not owing
to wasteful or unwarranted expenditures on their part.
The
interests, the safety and permanent welfare of the library require
an appropriation for the coming year of $225 and four-fifths of
the literary fund, and we recommend that this amount be raised
and appropriated for the use of the library.

JOHN H. CUTLER,
R. B. HATCH,
W. H. WALBRIDGE,

Library Committee.

SHLECTMEN’S

RHPORT.

We herewith respectfully submit a report of the financial transactions and standing of all the departments having disbursements
made by our orders on the treasurer.
Upon petition, we

have changed

the location of the road up the

Sand Hill, so called, changing the grade and making a harder road
bed. We have also changed the location of the road near the house
of George 8S. Morison, making a straighter and better road. Mr.
Morison has been to all the expense of this last named improvement. We have built? an arch stone bridge over the Contoocook
river near the Newton Corner, so called, and Prof.
N. H. Morison
has given $400 towards it. We would recommend the adoption of
the following resolution by the town:
Resolved, That in order to recognize the gift of Prof.
N. H. Morison towards the building of the stone bridge, it be known and
called by the name of ‘‘The Morison Bridge.”
We would recommend that the town adopt a system of replacing
some of the wooden bridges by iron or stone bridges from time to
time as it can be done without increasing too much the burden of
taxation.
The Selectmen were instructed to enforce the law relating to the
sale of spirituous liquor, and the town appropriated $1000 for that
purpose from any money in the treasury not otherwise appropriated. We have not drawn or used any of that appropriation, but
have received and paid over to the town $130, it being the half of
the fines belonging to the town which have been collected from different persons for violating the liquor law, and there are two more
cases which be settled at the next term of court.

Including the above statements, we think the following detailed
Financial Report will clearly set forth the financial transactions
and condition of the town.
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The Selectmen in Account with the Town of Peterboro’.
RECEIPTS.
Amount of tax list April 1, 1883,
Amount of tax list after April 1, 1883,

$15,791 10
60 15

QO. A. Willey, use of hearse,

2 00
2 OO
Circus License,
3 OO
First National Bank, oreo wen money,
1,500 OO
Walbridge & Taylor, rent of store to Jan. 1, 1884, "250 OO
T. D. Winch, rent of store,
100 OO
Odd Fellows’ Hall, rent to Jan. 1, 1884,
52 OO
State of N. H., bounties paid on crows,
19 80
C. H. Warren, rent of store to Jan. 1, 1884,
41 66
N. H. Morison, gift toward stone bridge,
400 00
A. A. Farnsworth cemetery committee, wood,
3 50
D. B. Cutter, cemetery committee, on hand
March 1, 1882,
5) 00
Jesse Martin, for rent of hall,
86 OO
J. H. Steele, dog licenses,
58 OO
State of N. H., insurance tax,
177 OO
State of N. H., railroad tax,
404 47
State of N. H., literary fund,
136 17
State of N. H., savings bank tax,
3,938 85
One-half of Liquor fines,
130 00
J. R. Miller, rent of store to Jan. 1, 1884,
200 00
S. W. Nichols, liquor agent,
200 OO

Joel T. Brackett, old bridge plank, -

—_—— $23,560 70

EXPENDITURES.
Tax list committed to Riley B. Hatch, April,

1883,

Tax list committed to Riley B. Hatch, after
April, 1883,
Paid Town Treasurer:
O. A. Willey, use of hearse,
J.T. Brackett, old bridge plank,
Circus license,
First National Bank, borrowed money,
Walbridge & Taylor, rent of store,
T. D. Winch, rent of store,
Odd Fellows, rent of hall,
.
State of N. H., bounties on cr Ows,
C. H. Warren, rent of store,

N. H. Morison, gift towards stone bridge,
A. A. Farnsworth, cemetery committee,
wood,
D. B. Cutter, cemetery committee, on
hand March, 1882,
Town Hall, rent,

Dog licenses,
Insurance, railroad, savings bank tax and
literary fund,
Liquor fines,
J. R. Miller, rent of store,
S. W. Nichols, liquor agent,

$15,791

10

60 15

2
2
3
1,500
250
100
52
19
41

400
3

i) 00
86 OO
58 OO
4,656 49
130 OO
200 OO
200 00

$23,560 70
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Silas M. Smith, Collector,
in account

with

the Selectmen.

Dr.
To uncollected tax list March 1, 1883,

PY
Ee
$632 10

Order on Treasurer, com. on collections,
Interest collected on taxes,

5 77%
BY

4

.

$638 46

Cr.

.

By Treasurer’s receipts,

$607 65

Abatements,

25 04

Commission on collections,

57

$638 46

Riley B. Hatch, Collector,
in account

with the Selectmen,

Dr.
To amount of tax list April 1, 1883,

$15,791

To amount of tax list assessed after April 1,
1883,
Orders on Treasurer, com. on collections,

10

60 15
129 O01

Interest collected on taxes,

19 02.

$15,999 28
;

Cr.

By Treasurer’s receipts,
Abatements,
Commission on collections,
Uncollected taxes,

ia.
$14,744
98
129
1,026

66
73
Ol
88
$15,999
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Schools.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883, due. High school,
}
Balance March 1, 1883, due general school fund,
Appropriation, general school fund,
Appropriation, high school,
Special tax in Dist. No. 2,
Unexpended dog tax April 1, 1883,

$252
3
1,912
1,000.
200
74

20
14
00
00
00
00

$3,441 34
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EXPENDITURES.

High School:
Edwin Davis, sawing wood,
C. H. Tenney, wood,
Fred S. Piper, janitor,
C. L. Rich, salary,
Charles Wilder, paid C. L. Ward, instruction,
:
Peterborough Academy, rent,
High School committee, expenses, and
money paid Cummings and Foster,
©. N. Bentley, salary,
Fred S. Piper, janitor and money paid out
by him,

Albert D. Smith, salary,
Charles Wilder, wood,
L. P. Wilson, painting blackboard,
Farnum & Scott, printing notices,
J. H. Steele, books, paper and crayons,
G. L. Forbush, chemicals, ete.,
Fred S. Piper, janitor,
W.H. Walbridge, District No. 1,
C. W. Hunter,
a
semis
H. K. French,
4
Rs
©
J. Q. Adams,
vs
ey
Emery W. Alexander, ‘‘
Ae,
Albion L. Barrett
if
aro}
F. A. Tarbell,
f
AT Rs
Albert Wilkins,
ss
eet
Thomas F. Burns,
a
EF
J.S. Stearns,
‘s
LEAKE)
Jesse P. Sweatt,
Re
8s
A. B. Stone, for Hancock,
C. W. Hunter, special tax, Dist. No. 2,

$3,178 36

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

$262 98

Due High school,

$262 98

Public Library.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883,
Appropriation,
Four-fifths of literary fund,

$8 99 95
d00 OO
LO& 94

S708

EXPENDITURES.

R. Worthington, books,
C. E. Jaquith & Co., wood,
Walbridge & Taylor, oil, matches and chimney,
Fred H. Porter, librarian’s salary,

$70 75
6 00

60
72 60

&9
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Estes & Lauriat, books,
W. H. Walbridge, services and supplies,
Roberts Brothers, books,
Georgia A. Lynch, labor,
C. L. Rich, labor,
Gertrude H. Kyes, labor,
R. B. Hatch, insurance,
D. M. White, insurance,
Henry M. Nay, wood,

229
158
17
11
5
2
13
20
7

J. H. Steele, stationery,
Farnum & Scott, catalocues,
C. Edwin Jaquith & Co., table,

17
57
7
10

Library bureau, supplies,

09
75
55
40
03
50
50
25
50

78
34
50
85

$708 89

Fire Department.
RECEIPTS.
Balance March 1, 1883,
Appropriation,

$

77
350 00
$350 77

EXPENDITURES.

Hunneman & Co., fire axes and pick,
H. Buckland, steward Aquarius Engine Co.,
John Scott, treasurer
‘4
fi
ae
J. EK. Saunders, steward Deluge
“*
s
Frank J. Robbins, pay of “
Ay
if:
D. M. White, insurance,
G. W. Farrar, repairing engine,
J. R. Miller, olive oil,
S. W. Nichols, alcohol,

$

6
15
171;
5
75
18
2
2
5

00
00
32
00
00
75
75
00
38
$301 20

Balance to credit of this account March

1, 1884,

$49 57

Street Lamps.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883,
Appropriation,

$ 10 42
250 00
$260 42

EXPENDITURES.

A. Fuller, oil, chimneys and wicks,
Edward G. Stevens, lighting lamps, etc.,
Thomas Haskell
iE
fs
ss
Edward G. Stevens,
ns
¢
i
A. Fuller, oil, chimneys, etc.,
Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

$ 66
143
6
5
2

50
40
38
00
34

$223 62
$36 80

32
Putnam Grove.
RECEIPTS.

$20 00
58 00

Balance March 1, 1883,
Amount received from dog licenses,

$78 OO
EXPENDITURES.

$7. 79
10 00
5 50

C. E. Jaquith & Co.,
A. Fuller,

Jeremiah Ragan,

$23 29

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

$54 71

Pine Hill Cemetery.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March
Sale of lots,

1, 1883,

$362 43
101 00

$463 43

EXPENDITURES.

A. A. Farnsworth,

$3 00

labor,

$3 00

$460 43

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

Village Cemetery.
RECEIPTS.
Balance March

$10 86

1, 1883,
EXPENDITURES.

Transferred to the account of town

debt by
10 86

vote of the town,

Highways.
RECEIPTS.

Appropriated for deficiency, March 1, 1883,
Appropriation,

$ 142 02
1500 00
$1642 02
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EXPENDITURES.

Balance March 1, 1883,

$i42 02

E. A. Robbins, grate and labor,
A. Fuller, pipe, wire and lead,
William Moore, paid for labor,
Patrick McLaughlin, labor, .
E. L. Twitchell, guide board and labor,
G.
_W.
Ames,
surveyor, Dist. No.
1
William Moore,
ee
i
UE
Joel T. Brackett,
vhs
os
perth
Stephen D. Robbe,
hy
SS
Sood,
Charles H. Varnum
ns
se
eye
John HE. May
nh
vi
ee

John H. Vose, |
se
John O. Nay,
A
Patrick McLaughlin
W. 4H. S8. Ventres,
ty
Edwin L. Twitchell,
3
A. T. Hovey, labor on sand hill

te
he
ie
ah
ve
phases A
*
ent
by contract,

3
4
2
5
1
507
126
110
33.
76
134

-

eras

Charles M. Moor, labor on road,
Rufus Moor, labor on road,
A. Fuller, drain pipe,
G. W. Marden, brick and labor on sand hill,
Asa Davis, stone post and labor on Pine street,

Balance due this account

March

70
33
87
12
29
140
3
3
46
3

00
83
35
00
90
O1
05
15
37
25
22

48
00
75
25
80
00
00
00
05
65

$1 00

1, 1884,

$1,576 13
$65 89

Bridges and Railings.
RECEIPTS.

Appropriation for deficiency March 1, 1883,
Appropriation,

$406 59
600 00

$1,006 59
_» [XXPENDITURES,
Balance March 1, 1883,
$406 59
C. E. Jaquith & Co., for 1882, lumber and nails,
5 23
William Moore, for 1882, surveyor, Dist. No. 2,
13 75
Charles Wilder, plank,
83 20
A. Fuller, drain pipe,
26 13
A. T. Hovey, plank,
45 21

C. E. Jaquith & Co., plank,
G. W.
Ames,
surveyor,
William Moore,
Ff
John E. May,
John H. Vose,

Patrick McLaughlin,
E. L. Twitchell,
J.

EK.
G.
G.

as
AS

‘“
as
Q. Adams, stringers for
L. Twitchell, “
as
W. Farrar, railing and labor,
W. Farrar, bridge irons,
|

Dist. No. 1,
hy
eC seat oh
=
if

is
fy
ee
‘
‘s

Os
BT
Fata
By
ae
Ly
Cre
ot
ARES
ered Bag
Oa
Wc Ma

Balance against this account March 1, 1884,

56 72
115 19
132 06
34
53
40
24
30
20
wade
1

27
25

55
65
43

00
86

$1,090 79
$84 08

34

Breaking Roads.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March
Appropriation,

1, 1883,

|

$226 39
* 200 00
$426 39

EXPENDITURES.

George L. Howe,

William Freeman,

C. H.

Brooks,

William Moore,
Joel T. Brackett,
J.Q. Adams,
C. H. Varnum,

;

Dist.
a
“
“
se

No.
Ny
eit
inthe
ate

I,
i
tga AL

‘6

Zan

ht

Hunt,

66

6c

(f

66
J. O. Nay,
Patrick Mclaughlin, ‘‘

bear
ee

ge
9.

W.H.S.Ventres,

“

A. T. Hovey,::
TN,

K. L. Twitchell,
George W. Ames

os
“

|

fob.

ait) te
ha Wotts
$425 O04

4

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

$1 35

Paupers.
RECEIPTS.
Balance March 1, 1885,
Appropriation,

iY

$ 56 49
“150 00
$206 49

EXPENDITURES.
A. Fuller,

Overseer of the poor,

$194 00
$194 00

Balance to credit of this account March

$12 49

1, 1&84,

Lockup.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883,

|

$14 70

EXPENDITURES.

Nothing.
Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

$14 70

395

Sheep Killed by Dogs.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883,
Dog Tax, 1883,
—+tu

$187 00

EXPENDITURES.

J. M. Mears,

Unexpended balance April 1, 1883, transferred
to school fund by vote,

$80 00
$107 00

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

Grand Army.
RECEIPTS.

B50 00

Appropriation,
p

EXPENDITURES.

©. D. French, Quartermaster,

$50 00

Incidentals.
,

RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883,
Town House rents,
Insurance tax,
Railroad tax,
Savings Bank.tax, less State ne
State of N. H., bounties,. .
Interest collected on Taxes,
Use of hearse,
Old bridge: plank,
Billiard table licenses,
Circus license,
Sale of wood in old cemetery,

Cemetery committee, on hand March 1, 1882,
Liquor fines,
Sale of lot in village cemetery,
S. W. Nichols, liquor agent,

$736
729
177
404
610
19
19
2
2
23
3
3
5
130

54
66
00
47
85
80
61
00
00
00
00
50
00
00
50
200 00
——++ $3,066

93

36
EXPENDITURES.

Balance appropriated for payment of town debt,
Town

$736 54

House:

E. Jaquith & Co., lock, keys and labor,
. Fuller, lamps,
E. Jaquith & Co., repairs in Winch’s store,
. M. White, insurance,
. B. Hatch, insurance,

G. Clarke, insurance,
E. Jaquith & Co., repairs
, E. Jaquith & Co., repairs
Smith Brothers, hat rack for
ae
oe
Bo
C. E. Jaquith & Co., repairs
Taylor’s store,
L. P. Wilson, painting,
Jesse Martin, care of hall,

in library,
in Town Hall,
selectmen’s room,

in Walbridge &

Returning births and deaths:
W. D. Chase,
J. H. Mayo,
J. H. Cutler,
C. F. Ober,
Stationery and printing:
Farnum & Scott, town reports, etc.,

110 60

Farnum & Scott, printing notices, etc.,
Miscellaneous:

Hiram W. Todd, sawing wood,
Patrick O’ Keefe, damage on highway,
S. W. Nichols, agent, money to buy liquors,
John Wilder, cleaning cistern, etc.,
6
W. E. Davis, distributing town reports for ’82-3,
2
A. T. Hovey, wood,
A. A. Farnsworth, labor in village and old cemetery, 22
2
J. Rourke & Son, horse hire,
18
E. G. Stevens, damage on highway,
F. W. Aldrich, overpayment of tax,
Jesse White, land damage for highway, etc.,
¥. H. Coffin, Treasurer, use of Unitarian bell,
G. W. Brown, damage on highway,
M. L. Morrison, ) chosen by Town
fe H. Brooks,
on equalization
D. M. White,
of State tax,
J. H. Steele, books, paper and pens,
J. H. Steele, books furnished poor children by
School Committee,
A. F. Grimes, care of Town clock,
K. W. Jones, surveying highway,
G. W. Farrar, repairing road plow,
W. H. Whittemor e, poll tax paid 1880, over 70,
Nichols Bros., measures, etc.,

O00
50
67
50
50

40
Edward French, paid in Brattleboro’,
Nathan Holt, land’sold before taxation,
Mrs. Martha E. Holt, over taxation of real estate, ,

Franklin Field, over taxation of real estate,
Sylvester Tenney, mill burned,
N. W. Farwell, over taxation of real estate,
Abel Wilder, watering trough,
C. A. Wheeler, over taxation of real estate (not
presented),
George Geer, over valuation stock in trade,
Martin V. Cheever, dead,
Oscar W. Davis, charity,
Misses Fife, charity,
George A. Frost, assisted by the town,
Amos Green estate, charity,
Joel Hadley, dead,
Charles Methley, Sr., charity,
Mrs. Charles Methley, charity,
Horatio Nelson, charity,
Walter Pettengill, minor,
Lester Pierce, Gardner,
Charles H. Barbour, left town,
Joseph W. Barbour, left town,
Joseph Bussiere, left town,
Oliver H. Dowd, left town,
* Ellery B. Franklin, left town,
Peter Gerard, left town,
Dennis O’Keeffe, left town,
Hubert Ollis, left town,
Jerry St. John, left town,

Nelson Gerard, left town,

=

1
-_"Or

DOH
RB
weonotor
HENDHWHOODW
EDD
ee
Se

26
1 065
1 05
1 05
1.05

Resources and Liabilties of the Town.

as

MARCH

1, 1884.

LIABILITIES.

Old town bonds,

20,000 00

Interest on Same at six per cent.,

New town bonds,

200 00

46,000 00

Interest on same at five per cent.,

Superintending School Committee,
Outstanding coupons,
Outstanding order on treasurer,
Abatement:of taxes outstanding,
Vat

383 33

60
75
2
3

00
00
34
15
$66,723 82

RESOURCES.

Money in treasury,
U.S. bounties,
Town House, |

Due from T. P. Ames,

$3,842 86
1,178 34
16,000 00

32 93

39

Recapitulation.
Schools,
Public Library,

$3,178 36
708 89

Fire Department,
Street Lamps,
Putnam Grove,
Pine Hill Cemetery,
Highways,
Bridges and Railings,
Breaking roads,
Paupers,

301
223
23
3
1,434
684
425
194

20
62
29
00
11
20
04
00

Sheep killed by dogs,
Grand Army,
Incidentals,
Town Officers,
Incidental School Fund,
Stone Bridge,

6
50
924
DeliZ
30
2,343

00
00
00
god
65
94

$ 2
1
1
4

00
00
00
00

Abatements.
Abated from 8. M. Smith’s Tax List, for 1882:

C. C. Robbins, over taxation on real estate,
Jonathan M. Ames, left town,
Eleanor Allen, poor,
Mrs. Geo. 8. Clarke, over valuation,
Edward Kenney, poor,
Elmer Marcy, left town,
James May, left town,
James E. McCaffrey, left town,

Charles Methley, Sr., charity,
Mrs. Charles Methley, charity,
Frank N. Parker,
New Jersey,
John H. Phillips, left town,
Peterborough & Hillsborough R. R., exempt,
David Robinson, left town,
Frank E. Russell, minor,
William St. Gador, Canada,
Joseph Young, Canada,
Abatements from R. B. Hatch’s Tax List:

A. Francis Dadmun, error in inventory on bank
stock,

Mrs. Cyrus Blanchard, over valuation of real estate,
Charles J. Eaton, over valuation of real estate,
James P. Blair, over valuation of real estate,
Mrs. Thomas Scott, mistake in taxation,
Albert C. Frost, watering trough,
Asa Twitchell, wateriing ‘trough,
Converse & Emer V; mistake iin inventory,

C. C. Robbins, watering trough,
John P. Felt, paid in Waltham,

$11,643 27

38

Highway Improvement.
(Near Davidson Bridge.)
RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883,

$109 77
EXPENDITURES.

Transferred to town debt by vote,

$109 77

Stone bridge.
(Near Newton Corner.)
RECEIPTS.

Appropriation,
N. H. Morison, gift,

$2,000 00
400 00

$2,400 00

EXPENDITURES.
A. G. Stevens, survey and plan,
$ 5 00
E. M. Smith, paid J. B. Clark, publishing notice,
1 96
Farnum & Scott, publishing notice,
1 50
Asa.Davis, building bridge by contract,
2,299 00
Asa Davis, iron rails at end of bridge,
36 48
Balance to credit of this account March

1, 1884,

$2,343 94
$56 06

Fand fov Payment of Town Debt.
RECEIPTS.

Balance March 1, 1883,
$4,138 55
Balance to credit of incidentals March 1, 1883,
736 54
Balance to credit of village cemetery, March 1,
1883,
10 86

Balance to credit of Davidson Bridge Improvement March 1, 1883,
From amount
in Treasury unappropriated
March 1, 1883,

109 77
400 OO
$5,395

72

EXPENDITURES.
Town bonds paid by treasurer,

$2,500 00

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

$2,895 72

37
Bounties:
T. N. Hunt, paid bounties on crows;
EK. M. Smith, ‘
|
este Kyes, ae
s
re AES
Transferred to account of es officers by vote;

9
9
1
300

80
90
30
00-

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

Town

$1,960 54
$1,106 39

@Cfiicers.

RECEIPTS,

Appropriation,
Transferred from incidentals by vote,

$600 00
300 00
$900 00

EXPENDITURES.

00

R. B. Hatch, auditor 1882,
F. G. Clarke, auditor,
D. M. White, auditor,

OO

O. A. Willey, sexton,
J. KF. Noone, ‘selectman,
a H. Walbridge, school committee,
Edward Green,
a
Charles Wilder,
af
ee
R. B. Hatch, chairman for supervisors,
W.S. Kyes, sexton,
Silas M. Smith, collector, .
Riley B. Hatch, collector,
Charles Scott, police,
J. H. Steele, town clerk,
W. G. Livingston, town treasurer,
T. N. Hunt, selectman,
EK. M. Smith,
‘¢
W.S. Kyes,
*
S. W. Nichols, liquor agent,

Balance against this account March 1, 1884,

Incidental School Fund.
RECEIPTS.

One fifth literary fund,
EXPENDITURES.

Charles Wilder, school charts,
Balance against this account,

OO
O00
60
OO
00
00
00
00
Tey
01
O00
19
00

4 50
7 40
50
00

$1,112 97
$212 97

41
32 37

Due town farm account,

Fire department proper ty, as appraised Mar. 1,
1881,

Uncollected taxes,

Due from T. D. Winch, rent,
Bounties paid on crows (due from State),

3,002
1,026
258
9

00
88
34
90

$25,383 62
$41,340 20

Abstract of the Annual Invoice and Assessment of Taxes

in 1883.
Value of Real Estate,
Horses,
374,
Mules,
at

Oxen,
Cows,
Other Neat Stock,
Sheep,
Hogs,
Carriages over $50,

68,
606,
362,
335,
18,
92,

Stock in public fuuds,
Stock in banks and corporations in the State,
Surplus capital of bank,
Money on hand, at inter est, or on deposit,
Stock in trade,
Mills, factories and other machiney,
Polls,
532,

Town Appropriation,
Amount added for abatements,

10301 per cent,

$888,415
27,680
75
5,280
20,242
8,073
886
269
7,330
17,500
68,200
26,712
143,650
88,390
118,775
58,200

00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

$1,474,677 00
18,428 88
555 27

Less savings bank tax (estimated),

$18,984 10
3,500 00

Tax on property after April 1,

$15,484 10
60 16

Total amount of tax,
Dog tax,
Rate of taxation, $10,50 on $1000.

Special tax in School district No. 2, $200.
Rate of taxation, $1 70 on $1000.

$15,544 25
107 00

42

- Appropriations and Expenditures.
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Schools sce. i auase woos
$2189 14 COIS TALE edie
eho aaa $1912 00
989 22)
262-98). .....1000 00
High Schoolwecuaemn ane
1252 20
Loibraryayiccar acta
tere
708 89 MOBO Pie io.2) ary 205 eae *125 00

Fire Department..........

350 77

301 20

AD LET. aie ate

350 00

223 62
os GUE. tees
250 00
treetslampsii,
is ane:
260 42
Putnam Groveiy.us.035578 00
23 29
647
Ligeia Dog Lic
3: OO).
460445) oo ica ie te eeeennee
Pine Hill Cemetery.......
463 43
Highways .............. . | 1500 00 1484 11
66 SO Veet
1500 00
Bridges and Railings.......
600 00
68420). GAA
84 20}
600 00
Breaking TOMS eee nae te
426 39 425 04
T Soe oes
300 00
194 00
12-49) . sie aioe 5 ta eee
Paupers.pisaltn Meisie'n's ks oibis i's
206 49
Sheep Killed by Dogs.....
187 00 **S30 00) PLOT 0) wena Dog tax.
SOOO)
Si. Sete catalan £
Seatac tesihain er aanled
50 00
sale
Incidentals,c; eee
2330 39 1224 00) 1106 39). ......
Vow jOMCers, ce. ca pels Men
900 00 111e OT tee es
212 97} 7600 00

GsOCRUD NUE Sepewie2

14 7 tame) rea

Incidental School Fund...
PLONE pre. vate se Gibicec

27 23
2400 00

Interest on Town Debt..
Fund for ha hemeof Town
DOE
ei cD seer cutee

3677 50

14
«ai atgle ed ee
OO Gol i. soles
34S! ita
2343 94
56 OG! .:s 6 jak-sote eae
SOO VON.
ces oes
27 50} 3500 00

5395 72 2500 00) (2805 2b.

*And four-fifths of Literary Fund.

tens

oth ee

wee

|

**$6 for sheep killed by dogs. $74 to school fund.
***Rents of Town House, and all money received except from taxation.
tAnd balance from appropriation for Incidentals.

Detailed Statement of Cash in Treasury, and Uncollected
Taxes.
Cash in Tr easury,
Uncollected taxes,

$3,842 86
1,026 88
——_

$4,869 74

43
To the credit of High School,

Fire Department,
Street Lamps,
Putnam Grove,

74

(24

“é

ce

“ce

ce

ee

“e

se

“ee

ce

“é

é

<3

Paupers,

ce

“e

Sheep killed by dogs,

“6

ce

ee

“é

“é

“cc

“ec

“é

Incidentals,
Lockup,
Stone Bridge,
Fund for payment
Debt,

Pine Hill Cemetery,
Highways,
Breaking Roads,

of Town

8 262
49
36
54
460
65
1
12
107
1,106
14
56

98
57
80
71
43
89
35
49
00
39
70
06

2,895 72

$5,124 09

Insurance on Town Property, with Date of Expiration of

Policies.
Amount Insured.

Property Insured.

When Expiring.

$1,175 00

Town House,

July 1, 1884.
66

66

(79

oe
ee

“é

2,000
1,300
1,000
1,500
1,000
1,500

00
00
00
00
00
00

July 2, 1884.
July 1, 1884.
Aug. 11, 1884.
Engine House and apparatus,
Public Library,
(3

Feb.
1, 1885.

Oct. 21, 1884.
Nov.1, 1884.

Osgood Fund.
SELECTMEN’S

ACCOUNT.

RECEIPTS.

Balance March’1,

1883,

Peterborough Savings Bank, int. due Jan. 1, 1884,

$41 60
40 40

$82 00

EXPENDITURES.

Amount distributed among the poor during the
year,

$40 00

Balance in Selectmen’s hands, March 1, 1884,

$42 00

44
. Liquor

Transactions.

SELECTMEN’S ACCOUNT.
RECEIPTS.
Fines from five persons,
Cash from 8S. W. Nichols, town agent,
Liquor, etc., in hands of town agent,

$130 00
200 00
156 97

Cash in hands of town agent,

60 15

$547 12

EXPENDITURES.

Paid town agent to purchase liquor with,
Paid town agent salary,

$250 00
275 00
$525 O00

Balance to credit of this account March 1, 1884,

$22 12

TN: HUNT;
Selectmen
E. M. SMITH,
of
W.S. KYES, ) Peterboro’.

TREASURER’S

REPORT.

TREASURER in account with the Town:

Dr.
Balance March 1, 1888,
Received of John Wilder for lot in Pine
Cemetery,
.
Received of Town Clerk:
For lots sold in Pine Hill Cemetery,

Deed of lot in village cemetery,
Licenses of billiard tables

$6,131 58

Hill

10 00
91 00
50
23 00
114 50

Recerved of Selectmen:
Use of hearse for 1882,
2 00
Old bridge plank,
2 00
Circus license,
3 00
Store rents,
591 66
Rent of upper. hall,
52 00
Rent of town hall,
86 00
On note to First National Bank,
1,500 00
Bounties from the State,
19 80
Amount received from N. H. Morison on account
of Stone Bridge at Newton Corner,
400 00
Balance from Village Cemetery Committee,
5 00
Wood sold from old cemetery,
3 50
Dog licenses,
58 00
Liquor fines,
130 00

Amount received from liquor agent,

200 00

$3,052 96

45
Received from Selectmen as

received

from

State Treasurer:
Insurance tax,
Railroad tax,
Savings Bank tax,
Literary Fund,

$ 177
404
3,938
136

00
47
85
17
$4,656
607
14,744
49

49
65
66
00

$29,366

84

Received of Silas M. Smith, collector,
Received of R. B. Hatch, collector,
Received of bank, interest on deposit,

Cr.

By paid selectmen’s orders:
Balance outstanding March 1, 1883,
Drawn for the year ending March 1, 1884,
By paid interest

Town bonds

278 22
11,640 93

9 15
00
00

(coupons on town bonds),

(balance due Jan. 1, 1883),

County tax,
Note at bank,
interest on same,

3,328
3,842

83
00
00
00
86

$29,366

84

State tax,
Balance, cash en hand,
et.

W.G. LIVINGSTON,

REPORT

OF OVERSEER

Treasurer.

OF THE POOR.

A. FULLER, in account with the town of Peterboro’ :

Dr.
To cash of Selectmen,

$194 00

Cr.
By paid for support of A. Bingham,
66
66
Samuel Jewett,
+6
6
George A. Frost,
66
John Wait,
Tramp,

.
$ 42 00
108
24
17
3

00
00
00
00

$194 00
A. FULLER,

Overseer of Poor.

46
We, the undersigned, Auditors of Accounts for the town of
Peterborough, hereby certify that we have this day examined the
foregoing accounts of the Treasurer, Selectmen, Overseer of the
Poor, and Committee on Town Library, and find them correctly
east and properly vouched.
We would call attention to the fact
that the Town Liquor Agent.has furnished us no account for auciting.

R. B. HATCH, » Auditors.
all): ADAMS,

‘

J. F

of

Accounts.

LIQUOR AGENT’S REPORT.

From Aprit 1, 1883, To Fes. 29, 1884.
PURCHASES,

Alcohol,

160 Gallons,

Rum,
Whiskey,
Gin,

LO
106
wae

Brandy,
Wine,
Porter,

$359 24
148
278
66
51
16
52

‘
wre
Sart
Tie,
g3ke
18 doz. bottles,

80
50
00
81
50
20

Paid for freight and express,

18 40

Paid for keos and jugs,’

20 05

Paid for faucets, flasks and corks,

37

$1,015 07
SALES.

Alcohol, 10 galls. 2 qts. 12 pis.for mechanical purposes,
Alcohol, 132
3
** medicinal
Rum,

55

66

8

sé

4

‘oo

sé

“é

Whiskey,

66

66

8

ce

4

6é

6é

“é

ee

Gin,

3

66

20)

66

Tiss

66

6

66

Brandy,

7

se

F “é

13

6

66

“sé

Wine,

PS,

‘6

1

se

'itheag

HA

}

Porter,
142 doz.’ Raitt.
‘46
a6s
Number of sales for medicinal pur poses, 2,472.
Number of sales for mechanical pur poses, 26.

Cash received for sales of liquor,
Cash received for sales of kegs and barrels,

sé

“é

hit

66

as

.

$1,013 42
11 80

$1,025 22

47
AMOUNT,

KinpD AND Cost oF Liquors

ON HAND

FEs. 29, 1884.

Alcohol,
5 Gallons,
Rum,
., 133 ‘§ ‘
Whiskey,
33
Gin,
hs
Brandy,
Bey te
‘Wine,
1g -vté
Porter,
1} doz. bottles,
2 barrels,
6 kegs,
Measures, tunnels and faucets,
‘Demijohns and jugs,
Cash on hand,

$11 25
23 10
82 00
00
00
75
iy
00
25
40

AE
GO
@2.
9OO
GO
6 10
Disko

—
~~
Qean,

$217,

12

S. W. NICHOLS, Liquor Agent.
‘HILLSBOROUGH

SS.

March 1, 1884.

Subscribed and sworn to before me,

EZRA M. SMITH, Justice of the Peace.

REPORT OF G. A. R. FOR MEMORIAL DAY.
eee

Dr.
Cash of Selectmen, appropriation,

$50 00

Cr.
Paid George E. Day, orator, expenses,

Bod

Farnum & Scott, printing,
J. Rourke, team,
J. H. Steele, flags,
C. H. Blake, flowers,

Trick & Son, memorial badges,
_ William Moore, music,
J. H. Steele, music,
Postal cards for notices,
Tncidentals,

fet
bt

or

r=
bo
OO
DW
DO
OD
WO
CO
O
©

$62 26

Respectfully submitted.

C. D. FRENCH,

Q. M aPost 6. Gran

atly:

THE
To

the Inhabitants

STATE
of the

OF NEW
Town
Town

HAMPSHIRE.

of Peterboro’,
affairs.

qualified

to

vote

in

You are hereby notified to meet at the Town Hall in said town, on the second
Tuesday of March next, at nine of the clock in the forenoon, to act upon the tollowing
subjects:

ist.

To choose a Moderator to preside in said meeting.

2d. To choose all necessary Town Officers and
3d. To raise such sums of money as may be
for the maintenance of the poor; for laying out
and repairing bridges; and for other necessary
appropriate the same.
4th. To raise and appropriate such sums of

Agents for the year ensuing.
necessary for the support of schools;
and repairing highways, and building
charges arising within the town, and
money

as may be necessary

for the

support of the fire department, public library, street lamps, and grand army for memorial day.
5th. To see what sum of money the town will raise and appropriate towards paying
the town debt.
6th. To hear the reports of agents, auditors, committees, or officers heretofore
chosen, aud pass any vote relating thereto.
7th. To see if the town will vote to instruct the selectmen to enforce the law relating to the sale of intoxicating liquors, and raise and appropriate money for the same,
or take any action in relation to the same.
8th. Tosee if the town will vote to replace any of the wooden bridges with stone or
iron bridges, and raise and appropriate money for the same.

9th. To see if the town will vote to discontinue so much of the highway leading
from Union street, so-called, over land of James M. Hastings to High street, so-called,
asis included within the fence recently erected by said Hastings between said streets,
if any part thereof is so included, and will accept in lieu of said highway so discontinued, a conveyance to the town of so much of said Hastings’ land as lies to the eastward of said fence; or take any other action relative thereto.
10th. To see if the town will vote to abolish any or all of the school districts
therein, or make any changes in the lines of the districts, or take any

other action

in

relation to the schools or school districts as authorized by chapter 86 of the general
laws of New Hampshire.
lith. To see if the town will vote to unite with district No. 1 in building a school
house to be occupied jointly by the high school and the schools in district No. 1, and
raise and appropriate therefor the sum of twenty-five hundred dollars; or take any
other action relating to uniting with school district No. 1 in erecting a school building.
12th. To see what action tbe town will take in regard to providing a sewer for the
accommodation of the houses
priate money for the same.

13th.

on the north side of Main
:

street, and raise and appro-

To see if the town will vote to construct a new gallery in the town hall build-

ing and make other improvements therein, and to alter any portion of the exterior of
said building. and raise and appropriate money for the same.
14th. To see what action the town will take in regard toa safer and more convenient
entrance to the hall occupied by the Odd Fellows, or to provide fire escapes in case
of fire, or take any action thereon, and to raise and appropriate money for the same.

15th.

To see if the town will vote to adopt the provisions of chapter 42 of the laws of

1883, regulating the sale and inspection of milk.

16th.
of 1883,
livering
\7th.

To see if the town will vote to adopt the provisions of chapter 92 of the laws
amending chapter 55 of the general laws of New Hampshire in relation to deof the blank inventories before the 20th day of March.
To see if the town will vote toadoptthe provisions of chapter 111 of the laws of

1883, in amendment of section 9 of chapter 40 of the general laws, relating to choice
and duties of town officers.
Given under our hands and seal this 23rd day of February, A. D., 1884.
TT. NoHUNT.
Selectmen
EZRA M. SMITH,
WINSLOW S. KYES,)
Peterboro’.
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